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Since I came to Washington over 10 years ago, I have been very vocal about the need for honesty and accountability in our government, and a key component of an honest and accountable government is a Congress that is clear and upfront about its fiscal priorities.  If we can’t shoot straight with the American people about our federal budget—how much our government programs cost and how we are going to pay for them—then we shouldn’t be here.  

Not only have the Administration and its supporters in Congress failed in this respect, they also have failed to act as responsible stewards of our hard-earned tax dollars.  Over the last six years, they increased spending levels by over $260 billion and added $3 trillion to the national debt.  Spending more than we take in is an unsustainable path that will damage our economy, our standard of living, and ultimately, our national security, and this irresponsible fiscal policy is exactly what the Blue Dog Coalition is working to put an end to in the 110th Congress.

Recently, the Blue Dogs introduced the “Blue Dog Fiscal Accountability Package,” three pieces of legislation that would further restore fiscal discipline to the federal government after years of budgetary mismanagement and irresponsible deficit spending.  These bills reflect the core principles—fiscal responsibility, government accountability, and honesty in the budget process—that are the very foundation of the Blue Dog Coalition.  

The primary component of the Blue Dog Fiscal Accountability Package is a balanced budget amendment.  This constitutional amendment would hold the federal government to the same, common sense standard as the 49 states that already require an annual balanced budget, including our state of Florida.  Further, this amendment would prohibit cuts in Social Security benefits from ever being used to balance the budget.  Also, the balanced budget requirement can be waived with a three-fifths vote in the House and the Senate to ensure the necessary flexibility in cases of war, natural disaster, or severe economic downturn.  The implementation of a balanced budget amendment is critical if we are ever going to restore honesty and accountability to the fiscal process.

The Blue Dogs also are working to build on the efforts we have already made this year to require the federal government to live within its means with the return to pay-as-you-go (PAYGO) spending rules.  The second piece of legislation would reinstate PAYGO rules into law and put into place additional caps on spending by the federal government.  Used together, these proven effective policies were instrumental in producing budget surpluses in the late 1990s and early 2000s.

The last piece of legislation presents reasonable solutions to longstanding, and rarely mentioned, problems in Congress.  All too often, members of Congress are forced to vote on legislation without knowing exactly how much the legislation will cost the American people.  This contradicts my beliefs and those of my fellow Blue Dogs.  This measure takes steps to allow sufficient time to examine legislation and determine its actual cost.  This bill also would ensure that members of Congress have at least three days to review the final text of any bill before voting.  It is unacceptable for members of Congress to vote on legislation, often hundreds of pages long, with little or no time to understand how it will affect the people we represent, and the Blue Dog bill will put an end to this practice.  

As the leader of the Blue Dog Coalition, I am firmly committed to restoring the fiscal integrity of our great country, and all of these measures are real steps toward accomplishing this goal.  If enacted into law, these reforms will help to strengthen our economy and reduce the deficit, thereby increasing national saving and promoting economic growth.  I am eager to continue working in Congress to tackle our financial problems now so that we can all enjoy economic health in the future.
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